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XLIX.—Notices of recent Ornithological Publications. 
[Continued from p. 373. ] 
70. Cory’s ‘ Birds of the Bahamas? 


[Birds of the Bahama Islands; containing many Birds new to the 
Islands, and a number of undescribed winter plumages of North-American 
Species. By Charles B. Cory. 4to. Boston: published by the Author, 
8 Arlington Street. 1880.] 

This handsome volume gives an account of Mr. Cory’s 
experiences in the Bahamas, and a descriptive catalogue of 
the birds hitherto found there, with notes on their habits, 
migrations, and nesting. Mr. Cory has added several species 
to the list of Bahaman birds, which now number 149, and 
has discovered one which he considers new to science, Ardea 
cyanirostris, allied to A. leucogastra. The following species 
are figured :— 


Crotophaga ani. Ardea cyanirostris. 
Mimocichla*plumbea. Phcenicopterus ruber. 
Spindalis zena. Dafila bahamensis. 
Saurothera bahamensis. Sterna anzestheta. 


71. De Selys-Longchamps on the Classification of Birds. 

[Sur la Classification des Oiseaux depuis Linné.—Discours prononcé à la 
Séance publique de la classe des Sciences le 16 décembre 1879, par M. 
de Selys-Longchamps. 8vo. Bruxelles: 1879. ] 

An essay on the various classifications of the Class of Birds 
propounded since the first edition of the ‘ Systema Nature.’ 
Many of them are given in considerable detail, and especial 
attention is called to Sundevall’s ‘Tentamen.’ The author 
seems to adhere to his own scheme propounded in 1842 
(‘Faune Belge’), but gives a résumé of the principal emenda- 
tions he would make in it after forty years’ experience. 


72. Finsch on the Birds of Western Siberia. 


[Reise nach West-Sibirien im Jahre 1876. Auf Veranstaltung des 
Vereins fiir die deutsche Nordpolarfahrt zu Bremen unternommen von 
Dr. O. Finsch, Dr. A. Brehm, und Karl Graf yon Waldburg-Zeil-Trauch- 
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burg. Wissenschaftliche Ergebnisse. Wirbelthiere. Bearbeitet von 
Dr. Otto Finsch. Verh. d. k.k. zool.-botan. Gesell. Wien, 1879.] 


This paper contains an account of tke collections made by 
Dr. Finsch and his companions during his well-known Si- 
berian expedition of 1876. Of birds, examples of 283 species 
were obtained, concerning which we have many excellent 
field-notes. Certainly the occurrence of Tetraogallus hima- 
layensis (p. 125) in this part of Siberia is difficult to be ex- 
plained; but we believe there is no doubt that the species has 
been correctly determined. 


73. Gould on two new Humming-birds from Bolivia. 


[Description of two new Humming-birds from Bolivia. By John Gould, 
F.R.S. Ann. & Mag. N. H. ser. 5, v. p. 488.] 


Both these birds are figured in the first part of Mr. Gould’s 
supplement to the Trochilide, noticed below. Cynanthus boli- 
vianus, the first species, is a close ally of C. mocoa, and, ac- 
cording to Mr. Elliot (Ann. & Mag. N. H. ser. 5, vi. p. 282), 
not to be distinguished from that bird. Pinarolema buckleyi 
belongs to a new genus allied to Lampornis and Oreotrochilus, 
but has a long wing, strongly curved lengthened bill, broad 
tail-feathers, and extremely small feet. Both species were 
obtained by Mr. C. Buckley in Bolivia. 


74, Gould’s ‘ Supplement to the Trochilide’ 


[Supplement to the Trochilide or Humming-birds. By John Gould, 
F.R.S. Part I. Folio. August 1, 1880.] 


It is the usual fate of any one who writes a monograph to 
see on the completion of his work a host of novelties brought 
before him, but too late to be included in his book. This has 
been eminently the case with the Trochilide. Since Mr. 
Gould finished his magnificent five-volume folio, some twenty 
years ago, new Humming-birds, remarkable both for their 
peculiarity and beauty, have been arriving from America till 
the number of these additional species now reaches fifty or 
sixty. Anxious to bring his work to the standard of the 
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present time, and undeterred by serious illness, Mr. Gould 
has very naturally commenced a Supplement to his mono- 
graph of the Trochilidse, which is to be completed in four 
parts, and in which most of the discoveries of late years will 
be figured. 

Part I. contains figures of the following birds :— 


Thalurania hypochlora. 
Hylonympha macrocerca. 
Sparganura glyceria. 


Elvira cupreiceps. 
Oreonympha nobilis. 
Lophornis adorabilis. 


Lampornis calosoma. 
Agleactis caumatonota. 
Pinarolema buckleyi, 


Zodalia ortoni. 
Cynanthus bolivianus. 
Microchera parvirostris. 


75. Gould’s ‘ Birds of New Guinea,’ 


[The Birds of New Guinea and the adjacent Papuan Islands, including 
any new Species that may be discovered in Australia. By John Gould, 
F.R.S. Part XI. February 1880. ] 


The species figured in this part are as follows :— 


Halcyon stictoleema. 
Chlamydodera orientalis. 
Megacrex inepta. 
Sittella albata. 
Artamides temmincki. 
Micreeca assimilis. 


Cheetorhynchus papuensis. 
Pitta cyanonota. 
Gymnophaps peecilorrhoa. 
Ptilopus fischeri. 
Epimachus ellioti. 
Sauromarptis gaudichaudi. 
Halcyon nigrocyanea. 


Of these we would call especial attention to Megacrex 
inepta, a gigantic Rail of New Guinea, the colour of which 
recalls the South-American genus Aramides, but whose wings 
are so much atrophied as to render the bird incapable of 
flight. 


76. Harvie-Brown on the Shiant Islands and their Bird-life. 


[The Skiant Islands and their Bird-life. By J. A. Harvie-Brown. 
Trans. Norf. & Norw. Nat. Soe. iii. pp. 47-60. ] 

Mr. Harvie-Brown visited this little group of islands in 
June of last year. They are rather difficult of access, and lie 
about twelve miles north of Skye. Fourteen species of birds 
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were observed, four only of which were Passeres, the greater 
part of the rest being sea-birds, several species resorting to 
these islands in large numbers to breed. 


77. Harvie-Brown and Cordeaux," Report on the Migration 
of Birds, 


[Report on the Migration of Birds in the Autumn of 1879. By J. A. 
Harvie-Brown and John Cordeaux. Zoologist, 1880. ] 


This report gives the result of observations made by the 
keepers of lighthouse stations on the east and west coasts 
of Scotland and the east coast of England, to whom forms 
were sent by the authors to be filled in. The points on 
which information was chiefly sought relate to the date 
and time of day each species was seen, the force and direction 
of the wind, the nature of the weather, and other matters of 
interest. Messrs. Cordeaux and Harvie-Brown are doing 
excellent work in collecting these observations, and are laying 
a sound basis for deductions on the extremely interesting 
. subject of the migration of birds. 


78. Jones and Shultze, ‘ Illustrations of the Nests and Eggs 
of the Birds of Ohio. 


[Illustrations of the Nests and Eggs of the Birds of Ohio, with Text. 
By Genevieve E. Jones and Eliza J. Shultze, Paris I-IV. Folio. 
Circleville, Ohio: 1879-80. } 


This work, we are informed, was planned by Miss Jones, 
whose death occurred before the second part was issued. Its 
continuation is now carried on by her mother and her brother, 
to whom we are indebted for the parts now before us. That 
no pains have been spared upon this work is evident at first 
sight. The drawings of the nests are very carefully done, and 
are the best representations of bird’s nests that we have ever 
seen; the figures of the eggs, too, have been prepared with 
great skill. The nests of the following birds are included in 
the four parts :— 
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Icterus baltimore. Quiscalus purpureus, var. eneus. 
Turdus mustelinus. Turdus migratorius, 

Coccygus erythrophthalmus, Collurio ludovicianus. 
Cyanospiza cyanea. Sayornis fuscus. 

Agelæus phæniceus. Thryothorus ludovicianus. 
Tyrannus carolinensis. Sialia sialis. 


79. Obers ‘ Camps in the Caribbees.’ 


[Camps in the Caribbees: the Adventures of a Naturalist in the Lesser 
Antilles. By Frederick A. Ober. 8vo. Edinburgh: 1880. ] 

Mr. Ober, the Smithsonian collector, whose discoveries in 
Antillean ornithology we have frequently had occasion to 
refer to, has published under the title above given an account 
of his adventures in the West Indies during the prosecu- 
tion of his researches. Various interesting notices of birds 
will be found interspersed in the narrative, e.g., notes on 
Chrysotis augusta (p. 112), Myzadestes sibilans (p. 199), and 
Quiscalus luminosus (p. 247). Mr. Lawrence’s papers on the 
author’s collections of birds are given in an appendix. 


80. Pascoe’s ‘ Zoological Classification. 


[Zoological Classification; a handy book of reference, with Tables of 
the Subkingdoms, Classes, Orders, &c. of the Animal Kingdom, their 
Characters, and Lists of the Families and principal Genera. By Francis 
P. Pascoe, F.L.S. &e. Second edition, with Additions and Glossary. 
12mo. London: 1880. ] 

This is a useful little book, the scope of which is sufficiently 
explained in the title-page given above. In the portion re- 
lating to the birds (pp. 210-237) a short description of the 
class is given, and a brief sketch of recent systems that have 
been proposed. That adopted in the work is Sundevall’s, but 
to it are added notes, chiefly relating to different orders. 


81. Reichenow and Schalow’s ‘ Compendium, 


[Compendium der neu beschriebenen Gattungen und Arten. Von Ant. 
Reichenow und Herman Schalow. Parts I. & II. J.f. O. 1879, pp. 308, 
420. | 


Under this title the authors propose to republish in the 
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‘ Journal fiir Ornithologie’ the characters of all newly de- 
scribed species of birds. In these days, when the number of 
periodicals and scientific journals is increasing so fast all over 
the world, the compendium, if kept up to date, will form a 
most useful work. Two parts are already issued. 


82. Ridgway’s ‘ Revisions of the Nomenclature of certain 
North-American Birds.’ 

[Revisions of the Nomenclature of North-American Birds. By Robert 
Ridgway.. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1880, pp. 1-16.] 

In this paper a number of recent changes of the nomen- 
clature of North-American birds are noted and others made. 
At present we see no signs of any abatement of the state of 
unrest which has long afflicted this subject, but we suppose 
an end of it must come sooner or later; but what with the 
introduction of trinomials, and the consequent rearrange- 
ment of the names of many birds, we do not see that this 
end is near. Mr. Ridgway’s paper contains descriptions of 
several new races. Perisoreus canadensis fumifrons (p. 5) is 
a race of P. canadensis found in Alaska, Stria nebulosa alleni 
(p. 8) one of S. nebulosa from Florida, and Siurus nevius 
notabilis (p. 12) one of S. nevius from the Black Hills, Wyo- 
ming. Two new generic names are also proposed, one, Pha- 
lenoptilus (p. 5), for Caprimulgus nuttalli, and the other, 
Momonyz (p. 15), for Anas sive Erismatura dominica. There 
is also a long note on Myiarchus mexicanus and many others 
too numerous to mention here. | 


83. Salvadori on the Genus Porphyrio. 


[Di alcune specie del genere Porphyrio, Briss. Nota di Tommaso Sal- 
vadori. Atti d. R. Accad. Sci. Torino, xiv. p. 1165.] 

A criticism on some points in Mr. Elhot’s recently pub- 
lished essay on the species of Porphyrio (‘Stray Feathers,’ 
vil. p. 6), referring especially to P. cyanocephalus and P. calvus 
of Elhot’s list. For the former Count Salvadori prefers, with 
reason, the title P. melanonotus of Temminck, As regards the 
latter, he distinguishes from it P. samoensis, Peale, and per- 
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haps P. vitiensis, Peale, and describes as new P. ellioti, based 
on a specimen obtained in the Admiralty Islands by the 
‘Challenger’ Expedition, and referred by Sclater (P. Z. 5. 
1877, p. 556) to P. calvus. 


84. Salvadori on the Ornithology of Papua and the Moluccas. 


[Ornitologia dell Papuasia e delle Molucche di Tommaso Salvadori. 
Atti d. R. Accad. Sci. Torino, xiv. p. 1171.] 

This is a short general account of Count Salvadori’s great 
work (of which the first volume is already issued, sce above, 
p. 255), as given to the Royal Academy of Sciences of Turin. 


85. Salvadori on Porzana moluccana. 


[Intorno alla Porzana moluccana, Wall., ed alla Gallinula ruficrissa, 
Gould. Nota di Tommaso Salvadori. Attid. R. Accad. Sci. Torino, 
xiv. p. 943. ] 

Count Salvadori shows that Gallinula ruficrissa of Gould 
(Suppl. B. Austr. pl. 79) = Porzana moluccana, Wallace, and 
constitutes a second species of the genus Amaurornis. 


86. Salvadori on certain Species of Collocalia. 


[Osservazioni intorno ad alcune specie del genere Collocalia, G. R. Gray. 
Per Tommaso Salvadori. Atti d. R. Accad. Sci. Torino, xv. p. 343.] 

The author gives a synopsis of the ten species of Collocalia 
known to him (four others remaining doubtful), besides many 
useful notes. A new species, C. infuscata, from Ternate, is 
based on a specimen from that island by Beccari. 


87. Senneti’s Notes on the Ornithology of the Lower Rio 
Grande of Texas. 

[Further Notes on the Ornithology of the Lower Rio Grande of Texas, 
from observations made during the spring of 1878. By George B. Sennett. 
Edited with Annotations by Dr. Elliot Coues, U.S.A. Bull. U.S. Geol. 
& Geogr. Survey, v. pp. 871-440.] 


This paper is an addition to the author’s former paper 
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(Bull. iv. pp. 1-66), and contains an account of his collections 
made during a second visit to this interesting region, situated 
on the United-States and Mexican frontier. Mr. Sennett 
was able to add five species to the United-States fauna, all 
of them known Mexican birds. Of these species Dr. Coues 
has given very copious references, and added some valuable 
notes on them, as well as other species mentioned in the 


paper. 


L.—Letters, Extracts, Announcements, &c. 


We have received the following letter addressed to the 
Editors of ‘The Ibis ?— 


Srrs,—I am inclined to think that a notice of the occurrence 
of that curiously local species Larus audouini in (as far as I 
know) a new locality may possess some interest for your 
readers, and therefore proceed to lay some of the particulars 
thereof before you. As I lave already mentioned the precise 
locality of this occurrence to several of my brethren of the 
B.O. U., I think that in the interests of a rare species you will 
excuse me from indicating it further than by stating that it is 
an island of the dominions of the Spanish crown in the Medi- 
terranean, some fifty or more miles from the nearest mainland 
or island, and is uninhabited, except by the keepers of a light- 
house erected within the last few years. We approached this 
island in my aux. s.s. yacht ‘Glowworm’ towards the close of 
a fine, perfectly calm day, April 26th, 1879, having left 
our port, about ninety miles distant, about 9 a.m. We saw 
nothing remarkable on our course except an occasional pass- 
ing Shearwater and a distant Gull or two; but about 4 P.M., 
when within a few miles of the island, we had some eight or 
ten of the largest Cetaceans which I have seen in the Medi- 
terranean in full view at the same time, blowing, spouting, 
and playing within a mile of our vessel, and attended by 
many Gulls. I may mention that I had reason to expect 
Audouin’s Gull, and that my visit to the island was princi- 
pally caused by that expectation ; but the Gulls in attendance 


